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reforms, purchased India stock with the sole object of
revenging themselves upon the man who had put an end
to their peculations. They soon formed a strong party
in the Court of Proprietors, and, at a General Court
held on May 6th, 1767, forced the Directors to raise the
dividend to twelve and a half per cent, and carried against
them a motion of indemnity to those members of the
Bengal Council who had received presents in violation
of the orders from home. The latter decision was a
severe blow to the authority of the Court of Directors
and to the good government of India. It was an in-
timation to the Company's servants that if they had
influential friends at home they might set all orders
and regulations at defiance; and the lesson was not
lost.
Before Olive left England the attention of the country
had been forcibly directed to Indian affairs, and when
news arrived of the advantages obtained for the Com-
pany by his successful negotiations, the question arose
whether the nation should not be admitted to share
in them. Clive had always been in favour of State
control, and Pitt, to whom he had communicated his
opinion, was disposed to take the same view, though
he was very sensible of the many legal and political
difficulties involved in the question. Soon after the
formation of Lord Chatham's administration in July
1766 the Directors were informed that the affairs of the
Company would probably be brought "before Parliament,
and a motion for an inquiry into them was brought for-
ward by Alderman Beckford on November 25th, 1766.
Committees were appointed, evidence was taken, and
numerous debates followed But the Government,